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MOVING FORWARD

A place where children 
play to learn and parents 

learn to play



It’s been quite a year at The Children’s Museum of Green Bay! 
With close to 65,000 visitors and 922 members in 2017, the 
museum has certainly reached new heights. 

We added both The Backyard Adventure and the Gandrud 
Garage in September and are looking forward to our exciting new 
Tweet/Garot Wind Tunnel. Flight Lab and our Discovery Ramps 
are anticipated to open in June of 2018.

Programming is running nonstop at the museum. Monthly 
themes have been updated and bring an ever-changing feel to 
the museum. From Snow Much Fun, Brick Build and Superspy 
Academy to Santa’s Workshop, our themes expose children to new 
ways of learning, playing, and imagining through fun and exciting 
topics that they can relate to and that catch their interest. 

Again, we have kept our promise to be a museum for all, regardless of income, 
with close to 1,800 visitors in our Children of Promise Program and another 700 plus 
in our quarterly EAT program. Both of these programs allow low-income families the 
opportunity to share in the educational play experience at free or reduced costs. 

This year in our partnership with the Brown County Library, 3,000 children chose the museum free admission 
pass as their reward for completing their summer reading goal. This number continues to grow each year, again 
showing the draw the museum has to families in Northeast Wisconsin.

As we look to the future and plan for our growth, we know that the educational experience that the museum 
brings to the community continues to push our boundaries beyond our walls. Outreach, especially for the at-risk 
schools, becomes more important each year while we work together as a community to lessen the achievement 
gap.

But we know that to operate, this museum relies on the community we serve. Only through increased 
attendance, memberships, and sponsorships are we going to be able to continue to improve our exhibits and 
provide top-notch educational programming that will allow this museum to flourish and remain a leader in 
educating our children through play!

Thanks to everyone for helping keep us moving forward.

Sincerely, 

Executive Director, The Children’s Museum of Green Bay

Toni Burnett

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF
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The Children’s Museum 
of Green Bay serves as a 

town square and builds social 
capital. For children and families, 

The Children’s Museum has emerged 
as the community institution that 

provides a unique, interactive 
environment where children 

and adults connect.922 members

2,034 birthdays

2,502 children of promise

64,813 admissions

1,200 educational program attendees

4,387 students

6,211 total guests
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1,850 outreach attendance

over 120 outreach programs



Gandrud Garage
The Auto Garage allows families to assemble 
and explore parts of a car. Through this exhibit, 
children will role-play as an auto mechanic, using 
tools and car parts, as well as cooperation skills 
to get a job done.

The Backyard Adventure
The Backyard Adventure addition allows families 
to see and learn about the different birds that 
call Northeast Wisconsin home, build forts, plant 
and harvest their own garden, and experience our 
own backyard chicken coop and egg ramp!

NEW EXHIBITS
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Some people talk about play as if it were a 
relief from serious learning or even worse: a waste 
of time. But for children, play is exceedingly 
serious...and important! In fact, play is a 
way for children to learn who they are, 
how the world works, solve problems and to 
express feelings. Yes, play is the real work of 
childhood, and for young people today, many 
children’s museums offer play experiences that 
other settings are not able to give them.

“

“- Mr. Fred Rogers



Golf Fore Kids
2017 marks 21 years of community supporters playing 
golf for a cause at the nationally recognized, private 
Green Bay Country Club.  As the golfers played an 
18-hole-scramble, money was generated to help 
children learn through educational play-based 
programming.  Examples of our educational programs 
were presented at tee boxes for golfers to experience 
including making slime and building a robot. To date, 
the Golf Fore Kids fundraiser has raised over $600,000.

Volunteer Committee Team:

SO You Think You Can Cook
In its fourth year, our So You Think You Can Cook 
fundraiser guests entered Oneida Golf and Country 
Club on the crisp fall evening, just as our younger 
guests would at the museum..and their senses were 
engaged by local amateur chefs showcasing samplings 
of their culinary expertise with an evening of fine 
cuisine, fabulous auction items and live music, raising 
over $75,000!  Fundraisers such as this allow us to 
continue to serve the needs of our community and the 
children and families who face financial challenges.  
The gifts allow us to make a difference in the lives of 
young children in our community each and every day, 
year after year.

    Volunteer Committee Team: 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
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Samantha Toonen Allard
Mandi Buntin

Amanda Rhodes
Erin Kudanovych
Lyndsay Hayes

Kay Kapp
Lashonda Degeneffe

Lon Wendt
Kendra Anderson
Teddi Mikula

Lynn Andoniades
Michael Schmidt
Tyler Smith



Camps
Our camps give children the opportunity to discover 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and 
math) concepts through interesting and relevant 
topics. Week-long camps are available during 
summer, as well as mini camps during winter and 
spring breaks. A few of this year’s offerings included: 
Pokémon Lego, Extreme STEAM, Yuckology, Blooming 
Artists, Expedition Art, and Space Wars Lego. STEAM 
allows children to turn ideas into reality through 
hands-on, mind-on activities that 

build on academic foundations and inspire creativity. Our camps foster these 
ideals with lots of fun and smiles along the way. 

Science Saturday
Science Saturday is an anticipated morning each month 
at The Children’s Museum of Green Bay. Families are 
able to engage with science stations centering on 
popular themes, such as Frozen Science, Chemistry is 
FUN, Lego Science, Super Small Science, Explore Earth & 
Space, and more. Through these themes, children interact 
with and learn about science concepts. Science Saturday 
allows families to discover these concepts together in an 

unintimidating 
way, which 
can open 
the window 
to science 
discovery in 
every day life and 
a positive attitude 
towards learning. 

PROGRAMS
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Play is the highest 
form of research

“ “
- Albert Einstein



The Children’s Museum of Green Bay brings many guests through 
its doors by providing a monthly themed exhibit in our gathering 
space. This monthly exhibit introduces new themes and ideas to our 
space that encourage creativity, imagination, and educational play 
in a fresh, unique, and interesting way.

Each month parents and children get a chance 
to step into an interactive world where they can 
connect, learn, and play through many different 
activities that relate to the current month’s theme. 

MONTHLY THEMES
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Children learn as they play. Most 
importantly, in play, children learn 
how to learn.

“
“

- O. Fred Donaldson



Teen LEAD
Teen LEAD, our summer program for local middle and high 
school students, focuses on Leadership, Empowerment, 
Altruism, and Development. Each week, participants attend 
leadership training workshops and volunteer to assist with 
museum programs. Teen LEADers are challenged to think 
creatively and communicate clearly while working together to 
solve problems and set goals for their future. 

“Community Then and Now” Field Trip
This year, we launched our partner field trip opportunity with the Brown County Central Library Branch 
for kindergarten students enrolled in the Green Bay Area Public School District. Students visited 
the children’s museum for exhibit playtime, a hands-on STEAM program, and optional lunchroom 
reservation, and could then travel to the library for an interactive story time and library tour, complete 
with book check out. Through this Community Then and Now field trip, students discovered significant 
changes that our local community has experienced over time and looked forward to where we are 
headed in the future. 

STEM Network
The Children’s Museum of Green Bay is honored to be one 
of the founding members of The Greater Green Bay STEM 
Network since 2013. This network meets monthly and is 
comprised of organizations, non-profits, businesses, and 
school partners in the Greater Green Bay area. Its purpose 
is to promote quality STEM opportunities from cradle to 
career,  and it is a model for STEM collaboration for the state 
of Wisconsin. The Greater Green Bay STEM Network joined 
The National STEM Ecosystem in 2017 by making STEM more 
accessible to the community in a supportive and 
collaborative way. Visit the Greater Green Bay STEM 
Network’s webpage at www.greatergbstem.org.

COMMUNITY IMPACT & PARTNERS
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318 students     114 adults



Advanced Fertility Center of 
Chicago

American Foods Group
American Transmission 

Company
Ameriprise 
Ansay & Associates
AON Risk Solutions
Ariens Foundation, LTD
Associated Bank
Bank First National
BayCare Health Systems
BayTek Games
Bellin Health
Belmark
Capital Credit Union
CarePlus Dental

Dominion Foundation
Edward Driscoll
Festival Foods
Forefront Dermatology
Fox Communities Credit Union
Georgia-Pacific
Green Bay Packers Foundation
Green Bay Preble Optimist 

Foundation
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenburg
Hurckman Mechanical Ind.
Jamber Enterprises, LLC
Karl & Karen Schmidt Family 

Foundation
Kress Foundation
LaForce

Law Firm of Conway, 
Olejniczak & Jerry 

Meijer
N Sight Tel Wireless, LLC 
Nature’s Way 
Orthodontic Specialist of 

Green Bay
OSMSGB
Performa Inc
Prevea 360
Prevea Health
Primum Bonum
Rhyme
Robinson
Rotary Foundation of Green 

Bay Inc
Schneider Foundation

Shopko
Showcase Kitchens
ST Paper, LLC
The Animal House Pet Clinic
The Willis Foundation
Toonen Companies
Tweet/Garot
U.S Venture
United Healthcare
Valdes Engineering Company
Wells Fargo
Winona Foods
WIPFLI
Wisconsin Public Service
Wochinske, Jim
Wolf Financial Services
Woodman’s Market

SUPPORTERS
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Thank you to all of our donors. Your support is critical in allowing us to 
provide a safe place for learning and playing.

Georgia-Pacific
The Children’s Museum of Green Bay is glad to be partnering with 
Georgia-Pacific, one of the world’s leading makers of tissue, pulp, 
paper, packaging and building products.  Their products are part of 
our everyday life. While they fill a diverse range of needs, they have 
one thing in common: they’re all made to high standards of quality 
and safety.

BayCare Clinics
Just as BayCare Clinic delivers superior services to their patients, we 
at The Children’s Museum of Green Bay deliver education through 
play-based learning, together as a unit, supporting the dreams of all 
who walk through our doors. Both organizations pride themselves in 
providing customers with quality through what we have to offer.

Featured Supporters
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The total cost per guest to operate The Children’s Museum of Green Bay is $11; however, general 
admission into the children’s museum is only $8 per guest. To keep the general admission and annual 
membership prices down, the museum relies on community partnerships and sponsorships, fundraising 
events, donors, and volunteers to close the gap and offset operational expenses. 

EXPENSES & REVENUE

Income
$577,144

Admissions

Administration

Operation

40%

59%

12%

7%

12%

5%

3% 2%

11%
13%

7%

25%

4%

Gift Shop

Gift Shop

Exhibits/
Sponsorships

Exhibits

Fundraising

Fundraising
Marketing

Programming

Programming

Memberships

Expenses
$580,351



Thank you to all of those who 
helped us move forward this year!


